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Solar panels getting installed on Phil Barnhart's roof. Photo by Phil Barnhart.

New Program Offers Big Incentives to Go Solar    
5/18/2012
By Tiffany Eckert

If you're interested in using solar energy to power your home, now there's a big incentive:  the price.  The
cost of solar modules and installation has come down about fifty percent over the last three years. A new
program in Eugene is making the transition even more affordable.

The brand new solar panels being installed on Phil Barnhart’s roof gleam in the morning sun. He just moved
into this house and thought he should make the most of his southern exposure.  Barnhart enrolled with
Solarize Eugene, a bulk-purchase program for residential solar hot water and electric systems.

 “I’m really excited about being able to help with the environment, generate our own electricity, save a few
dollars. All those things are important.” “

Luke Rabun runs Pacific Solar and Rain. He and two employees are hauling large, clear panels up a ladder and
securing them where they'll get optimum exposure on the roof. 

"Phil Barnhart’s system is going to produce about 4,600 kilowatt hours a year. Probably do better than that.
That equates to around $375 dollars if all the electricity is being used as it's being produced.”

Rabun says the average home uses about 12,000 kilowatt hours a year. That means, the Barnharts are
looking to get over 25% of their home energy needs from the sun.
Phil Barnhart is a state representative. As co-chair of the House Revenue Committee, one of his projects has
been building a “solar cluster” in Oregon to produce electricity and reduce the amount of coal we burn for
power.

 “Every bit of the fossil fuel we use in Oregon is imported. We buy it from other parts of the United States. We
buy it from overseas. And that money, if we go to renewable energy like these solar panels, that money can
actually stay in Oregon to be used to build our own economy to get people back to work and improve our
standard of living here.” 
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Case in point, the solar panels on Barnhart’s house were made in Hillsboro.
It can be a hassle to find the right contractor for a residential solar job. Solarize Eugene pre-selected theirs. In
an unprecedented move, five of the top solar contractors in the region got together and won the bid. Rabun
says it was a win-win.

"We've just been working together to get it done."
"Have you been busy?"
"Oh, we've been very busy. It's a good problem to have."

Sarah Mazze manages the Solarize Eugene program.  She just arrived on her bike to watch the modules go
up.

“I think a lot of people have been interested in solar but thought it was too expensive, didn’t know if it was
right for them. And, this 3 month program has catalyzed a lot of excitement and involvement. We’ve had 175
households sign up on our website. We’ve had more than 200 people come to our workshop and that’s how we
hope people will get started.”

In the fall and winter, it might feel like the sun isn't shining much in Oregon.  But, according to Rabun, we get
almost as much sun as Florida--theirs is more consistent throughout the year, but they also have daily rain
and cloud-cover.

"In Oregon, during the summer time, we might not see a cloud for months."

The Solarize Eugene program was funded by a Greenpower grant from Eugene Water and Electric Board
(EWEB). There are initial out of pocket costs when homeowners go solar but…

"The simple paybacks right now, after the utility incentive, the federal tax credit and the state tax credit, is
less than around $700.00. So you're talking a 3 to 5 year payback on systems."

Then, he says, you just sit back and let the sun do the work.

Copyright 2012 KLCC.

http://solarizeeugene.info/
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