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We recently joined 100 of our neighbors in a packed room at the downtown public library to learn how to 
participate in Solarize Eugene. 
 
The Resource Innovation Group manages this solar bulk-purchase program to increase solar installations 
throughout the Eugene Water & Electric Board’s territory by making it easier and cheaper to go solar. After 
participating, we will be harvesting clean, renewable energy from the sun for many years to come. 
 
Solarize Eugene moved us to act before registration closes on June 15, but our participation doesn’t mark 
the beginning of our interest in renewables (one of us, John Pitney, plans to expand a solar system he 
already owns). There are plenty of good reasons to go solar, and even more to do it now: green power, 
green jobs and green in our wallets, not to mention the assistance of the Solarize Eugene program. 
Atop both of our lists is the contribution we can make to reducing greenhouse gas emissions that cause 
climate change. While some dangerous effects of climate change are unavoidable thanks to past emissions, 
that’s no excuse for inaction. We have a moral obligation to cut greenhouse gas emissions to zero or less so 
as to avoid exacerbating this dire problem. 
 
Only 5 percent of EWEB’s electricity is generated from coal and natural gas, but we’re part of a regional 
grid that generates 45 percent of its electricity from fossil fuels. Every 1,000 kilowatt-hours of renewable 
electricity generated in our region displaces the same amount of conventionally generated electricity and 
avoids the release of 825 pounds of greenhouse gases, according to the federal Environmental Protection 
Agency. 
 
Regardless of whether you install solar, you can offset the electricity you purchase from EWEB by paying 
into the utility’s Greenpower fund. The money goes into a reserve account to fund clean energy projects, 
including the solar electric incentive pool that encourages local installations. 
 
As for the green jobs, we’re fortunate to be able to support those by installing Oregon-manufactured solar 
systems using local solar contractors. Other communities have seen outside contractors swoop up jobs for 
their bulk-purchase programs, but Eugene is unique; a coalition of our veteran solar installers put in the 
winning bid for the project, despite competition. 
 
The Eugene Solar Coalition is made up of Advanced Energy Systems, Energy Design, the Green Store, 
Pacific Solar and Rain, and Solar Assist. Participating community members are assigned randomly to one 
of those companies, all of which are carefully vetted by the Resource Innovation Group and a volunteer 
committee. The equipment chosen by these contractors for its quality and price includes solar modules built 
in Hillsboro by Solar World, the largest solar photovoltaic manufacturing facility in this part of the world. 
The PV Powered brand inverters they use are built in Bend. 
 
What about the paper green? 
Until recently, the upfront costs and payback period for solar have been too great for most households to 
bear. But an influx of Chinese-made solar modules over the last three years has cut the cost of solar electric 
systems nearly in half (and brought on an antidumping trade suit led by Solar World). The Solarize Eugene 
program further brings down the out-of-pocket costs as the contractors pass savings from marketing, 



customer education and bulk purchase of equipment on to the customers. For some households, state, 
federal and utility incentives can then cover as much as 90 percent of the cost, making solar a great 
investment. 
Oregon’s Residential Energy Tax Credit program allows residents installing solar electric systems to take 
tax credits of $1,500 each year for four years, for up to $6,000 total. Residents also can get up to $1,500 in 
tax credits for solar hot water installations. 
 
Last year, the Legislature extended these credits to 2018. An additional incentive is a state law protecting 
residents against increased property taxes as a result of solar investments. 
 
What else compelled us to install now? Selecting equipment and a contractor can be time-consuming, but 
with funding from an EWEB Greenpower grant, the Resource Innovation Group is helping customers 
overcome these hurdles through Solarize Eugene. The program offers pre-selected contractors and 
equipment, a series of informative solar education workshops around town over the three-month enrollment 
period, and help along the way. 
 
We’re still early enough in the game to consider ourselves early adopters. As such, we’re contributing to 
the growth of the industry and a continued decline in prices so that solar can become more widespread. 
While we may be the first on our blocks sporting solar panels, we hope we’re not alone for long. 
 
To learn still more, visit www.solarizeeugene.info, contact the Resource Innovation Group at 
eugenesolarize@gmail.com or 541-654-4054, or attend one of the remaining workshops: from 7 p.m. to 
8:30 p.m. May 29 at the Hilyard Community Center, 2580 Hilyard St., or from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. June 13 
at Umpqua Bank, 497 Oakway Road.  
To purchase EWEB’s Greenpower, visit www.eweb.org/greenpower. 
 
Phil Barnhart, D-Eugene, represents District 11 in the Oregon House of Representatives. John Pitney is 
associate minister of the First United Methodist Church in Eugene. 
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